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US SENATE

Lovingood to testify at 
hearing today

San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors Vice Chair 
Robert Lovingood is set to tes-
tify today before a U.S. Senate 
subcommittee on desert legis-
lation. Lovingood was invited 
by the Senate Subcommittee 
on Public Lands, Forests, and 
Mining to share his concerns 
on Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s 
California Desert Conservation 
and Recreation Act of 2015. 
Lovingood’s testimony will 
touch on Feinstein proposal 
of two National Monuments, 
which would withdraw mining 
activities and other forms of 
mineral use from public lands, 
except for existing operations. 
The proposed national monu-
ments are wholly or partially 
within San Bernardino County 
and span over 1,560 square 
miles. Lovingood has endorsed 
Congressman Paul Cook’s 
California Minerals, Off-road 
Recreation, and Conserva-
tion Act. Lovingood said he is 
supporting Cook’s bill because 
it takes a balanced approach 
that protects the desert while 
also protecting mining jobs, 
economic opportunities and 
off-road recreation.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day yields 1,212 
pounds of unwanted, 
unused drugs

The San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department on 
Wednesday announced 1,212 
pounds of unused, unwanted 
prescription drugs were turned 
into 10 Sheriff’s stations that 
participated in the 10th Nation-
wide Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day held Sept. 26. Among 
those locations, the Apple 
Valley Sheriff’s Station col-
lected 72 pounds, the Hesperia 
Station 153 pounds and the 
Victorville Station 173 pounds. 
The Take Back Day initiative 
addresses a vital public safety 
and public health issue, orga-
nizers say. 

THINGS TO 
DO THIS 
WEEKEND
NEWS, A2

By Shea Johnson
Staff Writer

ADELANTO — A 1,000-
bed jail proposal met all of the 
city’s zoning and code require-
ments and could have pumped 
$1.3 million annually into the 

depressed city’s general fund, 
but Planning Commissioners on 
Tuesday night appeared to take 
a moral stand in unanimously 
rejecting the plan.

Set to be built on 22.16 acres 
of land on the northeast corner 
of Holly and Koala roads, the 
GEO Group, Inc.’s latest facility 
in Adelanto would have been a 
half-mile from residential hous-
ing and about two miles from 
Adelanto High School.

“While the money sounds 
good, it really isn’t, because 
we’re telling — as we said before 
— a different message to our 
kids and we don’t need that,” 
Commissioner Joy Jeanette said. 
“Our kids need to see more posi-
tive things.”

The plan was first rejected 
last year due to its proposed 
location, officials said. But 
consultant BergerABAM for 
GEO Group returned with a plan 

that included “mitigation fees” 
of not only $1 per bed each day 
for the facility, but also with 
a promise to pay the salaries 
and benefits for three new San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
deputies.

Additionally, “mitigation 
fees” would extend to per diem 
payments for beds at three 
existing GEO Group properties: 

ADELANTO

Jail proposal shot down
Planning Commission 
says 1,000-bed facility 
too close to school

By Michael R. Blood and Judy Lin
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Gov. Jerry 
Brown dramatically increased 
California’s climate-change 
goals on Wednesday, commit-
ting the state to use renewable 
energy for half its electricity and 
make existing buildings twice as 
energy-efficient in just 15 years.

Brown tried for an even stron-
ger measure that also would 
have enforced a 50 percent drop 
in petroleum use by 2030, but 
was defeated by oil interests. 

He called that a short-term set-
back, and insisted that the world 
needs to wean itself off fossil 
fuels as quickly as possible.

“What has been the source of 
our prosperity now becomes the 
source of our ultimate destruc-
tion, if we don’t get off it. And 
that is so difficult,” Brown said 
at a signing ceremony at the 
hilltop Griffith Observatory, 
overlooking the haze of down-
town Los Angeles.

California already has some 

CLIMATE CHANGE

California wants 
renewable energy 
for half its power

By Rene Ray De La Cruz
Staff Writer

HESPERA — After strug-
gling with the financial aspect 
of the Crime Free Rental Hous-
ing Program, the City Council 
voted to test out a program 
that is designed to empower 
landlords and reduce crime.

With Councilman Russ 
Blewett absent, the Council 
voted 4-0 for the mandatory 
crime-free rental pilot pro-
gram that will cost the city 
$720,000 over the course of 

two years.
The program would hold 

tenants and owners account-
able for renters’ actions on 
their properties, and would 
give law enforcement offi-
cials and landlords more 
enforcement power over “poor 
renters” who cause problems, 
according to Captain Nils 
Bentsen of the Hesperia Sher-
iff’s Station.

During Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the City Council wrestled 
with the decision to pay the 
six-figure tab for the pilot 
program or to pass it along to 
all property owners through a 

HESPERIA

Council OKs 
crime-free rentals
City will pay $720k 
for pilot program

By Matthew Cabe
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — State 
Assemblyman Jay Obernolte, 
R-Hesperia, urged Apple Valley 
residents Wednesday to weigh 
both sides of the town’s pro-
posed acquisition of the Apple 
Valley Ranchos water system 
and spoke about the long road 
Big Bear residents are still trav-
eling toward lower water rates 
more than two decades after the 
city acquired its water system 
through eminent domain.

Obernolte, a former mayor of 
Big Bear Lake, spoke candidly 
after an address to Victor Valley 
Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers at the organization’s latest 
Valley Morning Insight meet-
ing, and he told the Daily Press 
that he still believes Big Bear’s 
acquisition was justified in the 
long run. But while the reasons 
are different in Apple Valley, 
residents must “recognize the 
pitfalls” that could come with 

acquisition, he said.
“We (in Big Bear Lake) ended 

up paying about two-and-a-
half times what we thought 
we were going to pay for the 

system,” Obernolte said. “As 
a result of that we had to issue 
bonds to fund that (price) and 
we have been repaying those 
bonds for the last 25 years. In 

2019 — finally — the last of 
those bonds is going to roll off 
and we’re going to be able to 
lower our rates to what they 

WATER

THE LONG VIEW

Assemblyman Jay Olbernolte spoke about his legislative progress to the Victor Valley Chamber of Commerce 
on Wednesday morning. He also spoke to the Daily Press about water acquisition efforts in his home city of Big 
Bear Lake, as Apple Valley is going through a similar process. JAMES QUIGG, DAILY PRESS

Assemblyman discusses 
benefi ts, pitfalls of water 
system acquisition
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of the world’s toughest 
air quality standards, and 
set a mandate in 2006 to 
derive a third of its elec-
tricity from renewable 
sources such as solar, 
wind and geothermal by 
2020. State regulators 
say they already hit 25 
percent last year, as huge 
solar farms sprouted in 
the desert and towering 
windmills went up along 
mountain passes.

“It’s monumental,” 
said Alex Jackson, an 
attorney with the Natu-
ral Resources Defense 
Council. “For an econ-
omy the size of California 
to commit to getting half 
o f  i t s  p o w e r  n e e d s 
from renewable energy 
resources, I think, is a 
game changer.”

Few question whether 
the new goal of 50 per-
cent is achievable by 
2030, but critics worry 
that the complex regu-
lations needed to speed 
the transition from fossil 
fuels will add unknown 
costs for consumers and 
businesses.

Republican state Sen. 
Jim Nielsen of Gerber 
predicts more expensive 
“energy, food and all 
things that require abun-
dant affordable energy to 
produce and transport, 
particularly hurting those 
California families least 
able to afford it.”

Just how California 
will meet the new goal 
isn’t clear. Brown left 
the details to the state’s 
Air Resources Board, 
Energy Commission and 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion. These boards are led 
mostly by gubernato-
rial appointees and have 
broad influence over eco-
nomic life.

California’s utilities 
favored the measure. 
They mostly use natu-
ral gas, nuclear energy 
and some coal, but solar, 
wind, geothermal and 

biomass are growing 
sources of electricity, and 
regulators are expected to 
allow them to pass some 
costs of the transition on 
to consumers.

T h e  n e w  l a w  a l s o 
encourages utilities to 
expand by building many 
more charging stations 
for electric vehicles, 
and provides for fines or 
penalties if utilities don’t 
meet the goals.

Supporters say Cali-
fornians can keep saving 
money through rebates 
and subsidies as they 
purchase electric vehi-
cles, replace inefficient 
light bulbs and appli-
ances, and install solar 
panels or double-paned 
windows.

Brown, a Democrat, 
began this year with a 
vow to push the most 
aggressive greenhouse-
gas emissions benchmark 
in North America through 
the Legislature. He took 
his campaign around the 
world, even meeting with 
the pope in July.

B u t  h e  l o s t  a  k e y 
political battle among 
moderate Democrats in 
Sacramento amid intense 
lobbying by the oil indus-
try, which financed a 
multimillion-dollar 
advertising campaign 
that raised fears of job 
losses if cuts in petroleum 
use were imposed.

C a t h e r i n e  R e h e i s -
Boyd, president of the 
Western States Petro-
leum Association, said 
petroleum remains a 
“safe, reliable and afford-
able” energy source and 
that the state already 
requires clean-burning 
fuels.

Some lawmakers were 
willing to accept forced 
cuts in petroleum use 
if the Legislature could 
have more power over 
the Air Resources Board, 
which has been imple-
menting the greenhouse 
gas emissions law.

But Brown refused to 
give up what he sees as 
his executive authority.

Both houses are con-
trolled by Democrats, but 
on Wednesday, Brown 
squarely accused Repub-
licans of failing to do 
enough to reverse global 
warming. He recalled 
that Ronald Reagan was 
California’s governor 
when the state created 
the Air Resources Board 
in response to the Los 
Angeles smog, and that 
President Richard Nixon 
signed the Clean Air Act.

“That was a time when 
Republicans really got it. 
We hope they are going 
to come back to the good 
old days of Reagan and 
Nixon, when people cared 
about clean air and clean 
water,” he said.

C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  n e w 
goal builds on land-
mark legislation signed 
b y  R e p u b l i c a n  G o v . 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
in 2006, which laid the 
groundwork for the first 
U.S. program to set up a 
cap-and-trade emissions 
system, aiming to reduce 
pollutants to 1990 levels 
by 2020.

That program, second 
only to the European 
Union’s in size, enables 
polluters to buy and 
sell credits on a market, 
generating billions in rev-
enues since the state held 
its first carbon auction in 
2012.

Businesses will pay an 
estimated $2 billion in 
the current budget year to 
help fund mass transpor-
tation including a planned 
high-speed rail system 
and pay for appliance 
rebate programs, building 
upgrades and forestry and 
wetland conservation.

Opponents say all this 
raises costs for consum-
ers, but supporters say 
initial fears of economic 
harm have not come true. 
California’s economy is 
relatively healthy, with 
an unemployment rate 
of 6.1 percent in August. 
That’s above the 5.1 per-
cent national average, but 
the lowest it’s been since 
January 2008.

ENERGY
From Page A1

Desert View Modified 
Community Correctional 
facility and Adelanto 
Detention Center East and 
West, according to a city 
staff report.

“We believe that we 
have revised the project 
with some fiscal mitigation 
payments to more than 
exceed or offset any real or 
perceived impacts,” said 
Jonathan Shardlow, senior 
associate with law firm 
Gresham Savage, repre-
senting the applicant.

Commissioner Keron 
Jones pointed out that the 
new facility, combined with 
the potential for GEO Group 
to expand its immigration 
detention center in the 
future by about 900 beds, 
would mean nearly 5,000 

inmates in the city.
“That’s a lot of beds,” he 

said. “We’ll use the word 
‘beds.’ “

However, Shardlow said 
there were no immediate 
plans to expand the immi-
gration detention center.

With location and public 
safety a worry, Com-
missioner Jesse Flores 
also introduced another 
oft-heard concern: The 
sentiment among the gen-
eral public is that the city 
has enough jails.

“ A l t h o u g h  w e  a r e 
extremely pro-growth 
here in this city and we 
understand that we do 
need the resources in our 
city and are in a deficit, our 
job is to look out for the best 
interest of our citizens and 
constituency,” he said. “I 
do know for a fact that this 
new Council and the new 
demographic, the new 

constituents that we have 
here in our city, are not in 
support of another prison.”

Meanwhile, Commission 
Chairman Chris Waggener 
reiterated that while the 
influx of funds was wel-
comed, he preferred GEO 
Group to settle on a different 
location, potentially some-
where closer to Victorville.

W i t h  C o m m i s s i o n 
Vice Chair Mark Ferretiz 
recusing himself, the Com-
mission voted 4-0 to deny 
the project for recommen-
dation to the City Council.

GEO Group can file an 
appeal within 10 days, 
which would put the pro-
posal before the Council in 
the near future, Senior Plan-
ner Mark de Manincor said.
— Shea Johnson may be 
reached at 760-955-5368 or 
SJohnson@VVDailyPress.
com. Follow him on Twitter 
at @DP_Shea.
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fee. Instead, the city will 
evaluate which proper-
ties have problems and 
may institute fees after 
the two-year evaluation 
period ends.

With Mayor Eric Schmidt 
and his fellow council 
members agreeing that 
the program was pricey 
but effective, the coun-
cil unanimously approved 
the program with some 
hesitation.

“There was a built-in fee 
schedule for the program, 
but we decided to pay for the 
program instead of passing 
that added cost on to our 
citizens,” Councilman Paul 
Russ told the Daily Press. 
“During the next two years, 
we’ll evaluate all the rental 
properties in the program 
and find out which ones are 
the problem children.”

Russ said the evaluation 
period will be used to see 
which properties gener-
ate more calls for service. 
At the end of the evalua-
tion process, fees could be 
assessed against property 

owners, including punitive 
fees such as $350 for failure 
to register a property and 
$500 for failure to initiate 
an eviction process.

“I personally have a fun-
damental problem with 
raising fees and taxes on our 
constituent groups,” Russ 
said. “If we think a program 
is a good idea, we should 
place it on the budget, eval-
uate it and then come back 
with more suggestions.”

He added that one sher-
iff’s official will oversee 
the entire program, which 
would free up other deputies 
to cover the rest of the city.

The program requires 
all tenants to be screened 
through the Sheriff’s 
Department crime-free 
program and through a 
separate criminal back-
ground check. The owner 
or property manager will 
be notified if a prospective 
tenant has been in violation 
of the “Crime Free Lease 
Addendum” anywhere in 
the county. The decision 
to rent to a tenant will be 
decided solely by the prop-
erty owner.

Russ said the crime free 
program would not affect 

mobile homes, motels, 
medical care facilities or 
family members who rent a 
room on the same property. 
He added that staff is work-
ing on a senior-housing 
element to the program.

The program was con-
ceived after the Hesperia 
Sheriff’s Station sought a 
more proactive approach 
to lowering crime. The city 
has seen a growing number 
of rental properties and a 
disproportionate number 
of calls for service have 
come from those properties, 
Bentsen reported.

It is estimated that Hes-
peria has about 4,000 
multi-family units and 
2,000 single-family homes 
being rented, a staff report 
said.

“I’m very interested in 
looking at refining and opti-
mizing the pilot program,” 
Schmidt said. “We need to 
determine the efficacy of 
the program as we move 
forward.”

— Rene Ray De La Cruz may 
be reached at 760-951-6227, 
RDeLa Cruz@VVDaily-
Press.com or on Twitter 
@DP_ReneDeLaCruz.
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should have been all along.”
Apple Valley Mayor Pro 

Tem Barb Stanton recently 
told the Daily Press she 
believes water rates will 
go down once the town 
pays off a bond that would 
be used for the purchase. 
The town and Ranchos are 
at odds over the proposed 
acquisition of the system, 
which Ranchos says is not 
for sale. Apple Valley made 
an offer to buy the system 
for just over $50 million in 
July, but Ranchos officials 
were critical of the proposal. 
The acquisition would likely 
be settled with an eminent 
domain case in court.

Stanton said Wednesday 
the difference between Big 
Bear and Apple Valley is a 
matter of what exactly is 
being acquired.

“I know in Big Bear — 
when they went before the 
judge — they were told they 
had to buy the entire system, 
which included components 
outside of Big Bear,” Stan-
ton said. “We don’t expect 
that in Apple Valley. We’re 
talking about one system. 
We are not interested in 
Yermo and we’re excluding 
Yermo from any discussion 
of acquisition.”

Ranchos completed its 
purchase of Yermo’s water 
system and the water rights 
of Yermo Water Company 
in August for $300,000 with 
a commitment to spend 
$750,000 in improvements.

A Big Bear Lake council 
member said the city has 
sold one of its outside com-
ponents and is in the process 
of selling another, according 
to Stanton.

“He said rates will go 
down after that,” Stanton 
said.

And while Obernolte’s 
comments on Big Bear’s 
decades-long journey 
toward lower water rates 
provide at least one sober-
ing warning for Apple 
Valley, he did say he 
believes acquisition was 
the right choice for Big 
Bear.

“Our reasons (were) 

because the water system 
was in terrible shape and 
was not being properly 
maintained or updated,” 
Obernolte said. “We have 
an excellent water system 
in Big Bear now. We were 
able to fix the structural 
problems that existed with 
our system, and I think, in 
retrospect, we’re probably 
glad that we did it even 
though it’s been a very long 
road.”

The infrastructure of 
Ranchos’ water system — 
roughly 70 years old — is in 
need of significant repairs 
(as is Yermo’s system). 
Chris Schilling,  CEO of 
Park Water Company, 
which owns Ranchos, told 
the Daily Press Wednes-
day that Ranchos has been 
committed to incremen-
tal repairs since 2014.

“Ranchos has an ongoing 
capital investment pro-
gram of system renewal 
and replacement projects 
to ensure reliable qual-
ity water service and fire 
protection,” Schilling said 
via email. “Ranchos looks 
to maintain a pipeline 
replacement rate of four to 
six miles a year, plus other 
system improvements 
to increase efficiencies 
and support population 
growth.”

Ranchos’ water system 
comprises over 465 miles 
of main pipeline, over 20 
wells and eight booster 
stations, along with thou-
sands of system valves and 
fire hydrants, according to 
Schilling. Stanton said the 
town is prepared to con-
tinue repairs if acquisition 
is successful.

“ C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e 
are repairs that will be 
needed,” Stanton said, 
“and the town is fully 
capable of maintaining the 
system. Our customers 
would not see a reduction 
in any services.”

As to Obernolte’s com-
ments on the reality of the 
ongoing water rates situ-
ation in Big Bear, Stanton 
said she knows Apple 
Valley could be in for a long 
journey.

“But at the end of the day 
the town and its citizens 

will benefit,” Stanton said.
During his address to 

the Chamber at the Hilton 
Garden Inn’s Victorville 
Conference Center, Ober-
nolte discussed Governor 
Jerry Brown’s recent pas-
sage of five bills authored 
by Obernolte, including 
AB 271, which enables 
childcare agencies to save 
and store all paperwork 
electronically.

After the address, Ober-
nolte also spoke to Brown’s 
vetoing of SB 167, a bill co-
authored by Obernolte and 
State Senator Ted Gaines, 
R-Rocklin, that would have 
imposed civil penalties on 
the operation of unmanned 
aircraft above forest fires 
and criminal penalties for 
doing so intentionally.

Drones became an issue 
in firefighting efforts 
during the Lake Fire near 
Big Bear Lake and the 
North Fire in the Cajon 
Pass earlier this year. Ober-
nolte said drone activity 
grounded aerial firefight-
ers for approximately 25 
minutes as they battled the 
North Fire.

Brown said in a veto 
message that the drone 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h 
included two other bills, 
created new crimes for 
California’s criminal jus-
tice system, and he added 
that the “multiplication” 
and “particularization” of 
criminal behavior would 
increase the complexity of 
that system.

“There were quite a 
few bills this session that 
imposed new crimes for 
various things,” Obernolte 
told the Daily Press, “and 
so I think (SB 167) kind of 
got swept into that same 
category. I still support 
the goals of the bill and I 
think we’ll probably try 
again next session in doing 
something to impose a little 
bit more restrictions on 
what drone operators are 
able to do.”

— Matthew Cabe can 
be reached at MCabe@
VVDailyPress.com 
o r  a t  7 6 0 - 9 5 1 - 6 2 5 4 . 
Follow him on Twitter 
@DP_MatthewCabe.
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