-

city’s zoning and code require- half-mile from residential hous- location, officials said. But existing GEO Group properties:
ments and could have pumped ing and about two miles from consultant BergerABAM for
$1.3The
million
into the Adelanto High School.
GEO Group returned with a plan
Dailyannually
Press 10/08/2015
SEE PROPOSAL, A5
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THE LONG VIEW

Assemblyman discusses
beneﬁts, pitfalls of water
system acquisition

By Matthew Cabe
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — State
Assemblyman Jay Obernolte,
R-Hesperia, urged Apple Valley
residents Wednesday to weigh
both sides of the town’s proposed acquisition of the Apple
Valley Ranchos water system
and spoke about the long road
Big Bear residents are still traveling toward lower water rates
more than two decades after the
city acquired its water system
through eminent domain.
Obernolte, a former mayor of
Big Bear Lake, spoke candidly
after an address to Victor Valley
Chamber of Commerce members at the organization’s latest
Valley Morning Insight meeting, and he told the Daily Press
that he still believes Big Bear’s
acquisition was justified in the
long run. But while the reasons
are different in Apple Valley,
residents must “recognize the
pitfalls” that could come with

Assemblyman Jay Olbernolte spoke about his legislative progress to the Victor Valley Chamber of Commerce
on Wednesday morning. He also spoke to the Daily Press about water acquisition efforts in his home city of Big
Bear Lake, as Apple Valley is going through a similar process. JAMES QUIGG, DAILY PRESS

acquisition, he said.
“We (in Big Bear Lake) ended
up paying about two-and-ahalf times what we thought
we were going to pay for the

system,” Obernolte said. “As
a result of that we had to issue
bonds to fund that (price) and
we have been repaying those
bonds for the last 25 years. In

2019 — finally — the last of
those bonds is going to roll off
and we’re going to be able to
lower our rates to what they
SEE VIEW, A5
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CLIMATE CHANGE

HESPERIA

California wants Council OKs
renewable energy crime-free rentals
for half its power
City will pay $720k
for pilot program

By Michael R. Blood and Judy Lin

By Rene Ray De La Cruz

The Associated Press

Staff Writer

He called that a short-term setback, and insisted that the world
needs to wean itself off fossil
LOS ANGELES — Gov. Jerry fuels as quickly as possible.
Brown dramatically increased
“What has been the source of
California’s climate-change our prosperity now becomes the
goals on Wednesday, commit- source of our ultimate destructing the state to use renewable tion, if we don’t get off it. And
energy for half its electricity and that is so difficult,” Brown said
make existing buildings twice as at a signing ceremony at the
energy-efficient in just 15 years. hilltop Griffith Observatory,
Brown
forDesert
an even
stronoverlooking the haze of downCopyright tried
(c)2015 High
Media Group,
Edition 10/08/2015
ger measure that also would town Los Angeles.
have enforced a 50 percent drop
California already has some

HESPERA — After struggling with the financial aspect
of the Crime Free Rental Housing Program, the City Council
voted to test out a program
that is designed to empower
landlords and reduce crime.
With Councilman Russ
Blewett
the
Council
Octoberabsent,
8, 2015 11:40 am
(GMT
+7:00)
voted 4-0 for the mandatory
crime-free rental pilot pro-

two years.
The program would hold
tenants and owners accountable for renters’ actions on
their properties, and would
give law enforcement officials and landlords more
enforcement power over “poor
renters” who cause problems,
according to Captain Nils
Bentsen of the Hesperia Sheriff’s Station.
During Tuesday’s meeting, the City Council wrestled
with the decision to pay the
six-figure tab for the pilot
program or to pass it along to
all property owners through a

/ Powered by TECNAVIA

detention center in the do know for a fact that this SJohnson@VVDailyPress.
future by about 900 beds, new Council and the new com. Follow him on Twitter
The Daily Press 10/08/2015
Copy Reduced tothe
92% new
from original
to fit letter page
would mean nearly 5,000 demographic,
at @DP_Shea.
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should have been all along.”
Apple Valley Mayor Pro
Tem Barb Stanton recently
told the Daily Press she
believes water rates will
go down once the town
pays off a bond that would
be used for the purchase.
The town and Ranchos are
at odds over the proposed
acquisition of the system,
which Ranchos says is not
for sale. Apple Valley made
an offer to buy the system
for just over $50 million in
July, but Ranchos officials
were critical of the proposal.
The acquisition would likely
be settled with an eminent
domain case in court.
Stanton said Wednesday
the difference between Big
Bear and Apple Valley is a
matter of what exactly is
being acquired.
“I know in Big Bear —
when they went before the
judge — they were told they
had to buy the entire system,
which included components
outside of Big Bear,” Stanton said. “We don’t expect
that in Apple Valley. We’re
talking about one system.
We are not interested in
Yermo and we’re excluding
Yermo from any discussion
of acquisition.”
Ranchos completed its
purchase of Yermo’s water
system and the water rights
of Yermo Water Company
in August for $300,000 with
a commitment to spend
$750,000 in improvements.
A Big Bear Lake council
member said the city has
sold one of its outside components and is in the process
of selling another, according
to Stanton.
“He said rates will go
down after that,” Stanton
said.
And while Obernolte’s
comments on Big Bear’s
decades-long journey
toward lower water rates
provide at least one sobering warning for Apple
Valley, he did say he
believes acquisition was
the right choice for Big
Bear.
“Our reasons (were)

RENTALS
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because the water system
was in terrible shape and
was not being properly
maintained or updated,”
Obernolte said. “We have
an excellent water system
in Big Bear now. We were
able to fix the structural
problems that existed with
our system, and I think, in
retrospect, we’re probably
glad that we did it even
though it’s been a very long
road.”
The infrastructure of
Ranchos’ water system —
roughly 70 years old — is in
need of significant repairs
(as is Yermo’s system).
Chris Schilling, CEO of
Park Water Company,
which owns Ranchos, told
the Daily Press Wednesday that Ranchos has been
committed to incremental repairs since 2014.
“Ranchos has an ongoing
capital investment program of system renewal
and replacement projects
to ensure reliable quality water service and fire
protection,” Schilling said
via email. “Ranchos looks
to maintain a pipeline
replacement rate of four to
six miles a year, plus other
system improvements
to increase efficiencies
and support population
growth.”
Ranchos’ water system
comprises over 465 miles
of main pipeline, over 20
wells and eight booster
stations, along with thousands of system valves and
fire hydrants, according to
Schilling. Stanton said the
town is prepared to continue repairs if acquisition
is successful.
“Certainly there
are repairs that will be
needed,” Stanton said,
“and the town is fully
capable of maintaining the
system. Our customers
would not see a reduction
in any services.”
As to Obernolte’s comments on the reality of the
ongoing water rates situation in Big Bear, Stanton
said she knows Apple
Valley could be in for a long
journey.
“But at the end of the day
the town and its citizens

will benefit,” Stanton said.
During his address to
the Chamber at the Hilton
Garden Inn’s Victorville
Conference Center, Obernolte discussed Governor
Jerry Brown’s recent passage of five bills authored
by Obernolte, including
AB 271, which enables
childcare agencies to save
and store all paperwork
electronically.
After the address, Obernolte also spoke to Brown’s
vetoing of SB 167, a bill coauthored by Obernolte and
State Senator Ted Gaines,
R-Rocklin, that would have
imposed civil penalties on
the operation of unmanned
aircraft above forest fires
and criminal penalties for
doing so intentionally.
Drones became an issue
in firefighting efforts
during the Lake Fire near
Big Bear Lake and the
North Fire in the Cajon
Pass earlier this year. Obernolte said drone activity
grounded aerial firefighters for approximately 25
minutes as they battled the
North Fire.
Brown said in a veto
message that the drone
legislation, which
included two other bills,
created new crimes for
California’s criminal justice system, and he added
that the “multiplication”
and “particularization” of
criminal behavior would
increase the complexity of
that system.
“There were quite a
few bills this session that
imposed new crimes for
various things,” Obernolte
told the Daily Press, “and
so I think (SB 167) kind of
got swept into that same
category. I still support
the goals of the bill and I
think we’ll probably try
again next session in doing
something to impose a little
bit more restrictions on
what drone operators are
able to do.”

of its power needs
from renewable energy
resources, I think, is a
game changer.”
Few question whether
the new goal of 50 percent is achievable by
2030, but critics worry
that the complex regulations needed to speed
the transition from fossil
fuels will add unknown
costs for consumers and
businesses.
Republican state Sen.
Jim Nielsen of Gerber
predicts more expensive
“energy, food and all
things that require abundant affordable energy to
produce and transport,
particularly hurting those
California families least
able to afford it.”
Just how California
will meet the new goal
isn’t clear. Brown left
the details to the state’s
Air Resources Board,
Energy Commission and
Public Utilities Commission. These boards are led
mostly by gubernatorial appointees and have
broad influence over economic life.
California’s utilities
favored the measure.
They mostly use natural gas, nuclear energy
and some coal, but solar,
wind, geothermal and

— Matthew Cabe can
be reached at MCabe@
VVDailyPress.com
or at 760-951-6254.
Follow him on Twitter
@DP_MatthewCabe.
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owners, including punitive
mobile homes, motels,
fees such as $350 for failure medical care facilities or
to register a property and family members who rent a
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